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Art

Looking through the walls of the Glass Gallery
By Leonardo Montañez
The Prospector
The Glass Gallery, located on the
top floor of the Fox Fine Arts building, opens its doors every semester to
graduating seniors who are required
to exhibit their last pieces of art as
UTEP students.
According to Daniel Szwaczkowski,
full time preparator at the Stanlee and
Gerald Rubin Center for the Visual
Arts, the Glass Gallery has featured
student artwork for over 20 years,
each semester allowing eight to ten
students to exhibit.
“Graduating art students get the
chance to exhibit at the Glass Gallery,”
Szwaczkowski said.
He also said that students get a twoweek window in which they can display their art, and it’s up to them to
promote their own exhibit.
“Students make their own promotions, they create their own posters
and postcards,” Szwaczkowski said.
“The Rubin Center doesn’t do any
marketing for them, we just hand
them the keys and say ‘there you go.’”
Szwaczkowski said that putting an
exhibit completes the learning experience of being an artist.
“Students, more than anything,
build up experience,” Szwaczkowski
said. “They learn how to address the
lights, to promote themselves (and) to
set up their exhibition.”
Efren Lechuga, senior studio art
major, said he is currently exhibit-

ing his portraits in the Glass Gallery.
His work is entitled “What Now Little
Man,” and portrays innocence threatened by a harsh and cruel world.
Although Lechuga is happy to have
his art work displayed at the Glass
Gallery, he said that he would like to
see a bigger attendance and more attention guided towards the building.
“We in the art department feel that
our building and facilities are largely
neglected,” Lechuga said. “As for the
Glass it’s not an ideal venue for presenting students’ work, it is adequate
and we are happy to have the space
of course…(but) the building is old,
you will find leaks and outdated facilities, which is a point of contention
amongst the students.”
Lechuga said that as the Department of Art sees how investments
are being made all over the campus,
they would also like some attention
brought to the art program.
“In some cases we are limited in
what we can do there,” Lechuga said.
“For example my show is mostly all
paintings and a few prints, but as the
name implies, the walls are windows,
not ideal for hanging paintings or installing work. So we have to use makeshift walls on wheels that break up the
flow of the work, in my opinion.”
The Glass Gallery may not be the
best exhibit space, according to Lechuga, but he said that regardless of
the conditions, the Department of
Art is supportive of students.

“They learn how to
address the lights, to
promote themselves
(and) to set up their
exhibition.”
- Daniel Szwaczkowski,
museum preparator

“The staff and faculty are excellent and try to help students with any
resources at their disposal,” Lechuga
said. “I love this program so I want to
see it do more for the students who
pay just as much to attend school as
other programs.”
Monica Veleta, freshman graphic
design major, also said the department is supportive as it gives students
the opportunity to exhibit their art.
“I think it is pretty awesome that
UTEP gives its students opportunity to
showcase their work, because students
gain experience for their exhibitions in
the future,” Veleta said. “I feel UTEP
gives a lot of support for every (one) of
their students, and that is great.”
Veleta said she hopes to see her
work featured at the Glass Gallery
once she becomes a senior.

see GLASS on page 10
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The Glass Gallery opens its doors to students who are ready to present their final
art work as senior art majors.

Injury
women’s basketball: Senior center kristine vitola will miss the remainder of the 2012-13
season after suffering an ACL tear during the 60-54 win against arizona state nov. 18.

sports
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Price ‘raised the expectations’
Coach leaves nine-year legacy behind
By Daniel Ornelas
The Prospector

Karina Rodriguez / The Prospector

Head football coach Mike Price announced his retirement Nov. 19 after nine seasons at UTEP. He led the Miners to three bowl
appearances during his tenure including back-to-back eight-win seasons in 2004 and 2005.

On Dec. 21, 2003 Mike Price was
named UTEP head coach, nine seasons, 48 wins, 60 losses and three
bowl appearances later, Price announced his retirement Nov. 19.
“The main thing we’ve done is raise
our expectation level. We raised our
attitude, our self-image,” Price said.
“This is a great place to play college
football. We’ve gotten national recognition, that’s good for the university
and good for El Paso.”
Price also said his most memorable
moment was the day he got the job
with the Miners and thanked University President Dr. Diana Natalicio and
Director of UTEP Athletics Bob Stull
for making the hire.
When Price first arrived at UTEP,
the program had endured three consecutive two-win seasons under previous coach, Gary Nord.
Price’s debut with the Miners was
to a tune of back-to-back 8-4 seasons
and a pair of bowl appearances.
The legacy he’s left behind has
members of his coaching staff like
defensive coordinator Andre Patterson, who Price endorsed as his
possible replacement, praising his
accomplishments at UTEP.
“I think he’s done a great job, he’s
put UTEP on the map,” Patterson
said. “ESPN follows this program,
when you talk to young men on the

phone, no matter where you or they
are in the country, they’ve heard of
our program.”
The achievements under Price created an instant buzz around the city
and within the university that the
football program finally had some
relevance as Stull said.
“This has really been very difficult for
me because we are great friends,” Stull
said. “He’s done something nobody
else could do. He brought credibility
here… whether we won or whether we
lost, we were always competitive.”
Price then went through seven consecutive losing seasons, including the
third bowl appearance in 2010 where
the team finished 6-7 on the year.
When asked what he was most
proud about during his time at UTEP,
he said he was most happy about the
relationships he and his family had
built with the El Paso community.
“The biggest thing that he and
Joyce (Price’s wife) have done, is
they have brought a warmth to the
city,” Stull said. “He’s still the number one sports personality in town.
People will stop him and want his
autograph, want his picture and he’s
always willing.”
Price’s 48 wins rank second all-time
behind Mack Saxon’s 66. He became
the second coach to lead the Miners
to three bowl appearances, joining
Mike Brumbelow who led UTEP to
the Sun Bowl in 1954, ’55 and ’57.

see LEGACY on page 12

Football

Seniors ready for farewell game
By Edwin Delgado
The Prospector
Twenty seniors on the UTEP football team prepare for their last game
as Miners and will get to do so at
home against Rice Nov. 24.
“I’m ready to move on to another
chapter of my life, I will really miss
my fellow teammates,” senior safety
DeShawn Greyson said. “But, we still
got one more game to play.”
Players said one of the toughest
things about leaving the team is that
they will leave great friends and a second family behind.
“It’s hard because, I’m a senior and
you don’t really know what is next
for you, so it’s hard to leave college
football and leave your teammates
behind,” senior cornerback Darren
Woodard said. “We are really close
and we became a tight family.”
Despite how emotional their last
days as student-athletes will be,
some of them prefer to focus on
how much they enjoyed the ride
and take with them their very best
memories as Miners.

“My best memory of the team was
being in Socorro (N.M.), just bonding
with the team, out there in the middle
of nowhere,” senior linebacker Josh
Fely said. “Bonding and getting to
know the team has been my best experience since I’ve been here.”
Even though, the team didn’t get
as many wins as they had hoped,
the seniors are glad that they chose
UTEP.
“I committed here because I felt like
home, the coaches and the players
welcomed me with open arms,” Fely
said. “It’s been a good experience besides our record, but we also want to
show our underclassmen that regardless of what the score is, or the record
is, we are going to continue to fight.”
Younger players will have to fill the
voids that the upperclassmen leave,
but they are confident that they will
do even better.
“I definitely think that the underclassmen will be ready to step up and
fill the role of other people,” Grayson
said. “So, I believe they’ll do really
good, and will help the team grow in
the future.”

Woodard is one player who will
continue and train in an attempt to
pursue football at the professional
level.
“First of all I need to make sure I
get everything I need to graduate and
get my degree,” Woodard said. “But
my dream and the dream that all of us
here have is to one day continue playing at the next level.”
Fely said it will be hard to move on
since he made friends with many of
his teammates.
He said his priority is to find a job
once he gets his multidisciplinary
studies degree, but he is more anxious
and eager about the fact that he will
marry his fiancé in March.
“It’s been really fun playing with
these guys,” Grayson said. “I wouldn’t
change it for the world, it’s something
that you can never replace and it’s a
great memory.”
Edwin Delgado may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.
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Senior defensive backs DeShawn Grayson (left) and Darren Woodard are two of
20 seniors who will play their final game for the Miners Nov. 24 against Rice.

